The Western Canon
by Harold Bloom


A. The Theocratic Age: 2000 BCE-1321 CE
B. The Aristocratic Age: 1321-1832
C. The Democratic Age: 1832-1900
D. The Chaotic Age: 20th Century
A. The Theocratic Age

The Ancient Near East

· Holy Bible (King James Version) 

· The Apocrypha 

· Sayings of the Fathers (Pirke Aboth) 

Ancient India (Sanskrit)

· Ramayana 

The Ancient Greeks

· Homer 

Iliad 

Odyssey 

· Sophocles 

Oedipus the King 

· Aristotle 

Poetics 

Hellenistic Greeks

· "Aesop" 

Fables 

· Lucian 

Satires 

The Romans

· Virgil 

Aeneid 

Ages: Latin, Arabic, and the Vernacular Before Dante

· The Koran (Al-Qur'an) 

· The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night 

· Beowulf 

· The Poem of El Cid 

B. The Aristocratic Age

"It is a span of five hundred years from Dante's Divine Comedy through Goethe's Faust, Part Two [1321-1832], an era that gives us a huge body of reading in five major literatures: Italian, Spanish, English, French, and German. In this and in the remaining lists, I sometimes do not mention individual works by a canonical master, and in other instances I attempt to call attention to authors and books that I consider canonical but rather neglected. From this list onward, many good writers who are not quite central are omitted...." 
(Bloom, p. 534)
Italy

· Dante 

The Divine Comedy 

· Niccolò Machiavelli 

The Prince 

The Mandrake, a Comedy 

· Tommaso Campanella 

Poems 

The City of the Sun 

Spain

· Miguel de Cervantes 

Don Quixote 

Exemplary Stories 

· Lope de Vega 

La Dorotea 

Fuente Ovejuna 

Lost in a Mirror 

The Knight of Olmedo 

· Tirso de Molina 

The Trickster of Seville 

England and Scotland

· Geoffrey Chaucer 

The Canterbury Tales 

· Sir Thomas Malory 

Le Morte D'Arthur 

· Sir Thomas More 

Utopia 

· Edmund Spenser 

The Faerie Queene 

· Christopher Marlowe 

Poems and Plays 

· William Shakespeare 

Plays and Poems 

· Thomas Hobbes 

Leviathan 

· John Webster 

The Duchess of Malfi 

· John Bunyan 

The Pilgrim's Progress 

· John Milton 

Paradise Lost 

· Jonathan Swift 

Gulliver's Travels 

· Sir George Etherege 

The Man of Mode 

· Daniel Defoe 

Moll Flanders 

Robinson Crusoe 

· Fanny Burney 

Evelina 

France

· Pierre Corneille 

The Cid 

· Molière 

The Misanthrope 

Tartuffe 

Don Juan 

· Voltaire 

Candide 

· Choderlos de Laclos 

Dangerous Liaisons 

Germany

· Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Faust, Parts One and Two 

C. The Democratic Age

France

· Victor Hugo 

Les Misérables 

· Gérard de Nerval 

The Chimeras 

· Honoré de Balzac 

The Girl with the Golden Eyes 

· Gustave Flaubert 

Madame Bovary 

· Guy de Maupassant 

Selected Short Stories 

· Émile Zola 

Germinal 

Scandinavia

· Henrik Ibsen 

Emperor and Galilean 

Hedda Gabler 

Great Britain

· Robert Burns 

Poems 

· William Blake 

Complete Poetry and Prose 

· William Wordsworth 

Poems 

The Prelude 

· Sir Walter Scott 

The Heart of Midlothian 

· Jane Austen 

Pride and Prejudice 

Emma 

Mansfield Park 

Persuasion 

· Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Poems and Prose 

· Lord Byron 

Don Juan 

Poems 

· Thomas De Quincey 

Confessions of an English Opium Eater 

· Percy Bysshe Shelley 

Poems 

A Defence of Poetry 

· Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 

Frankenstein 
· Robert Browning 

Poems 

The Ring and the Book 

· Charles Dickens 

David Copperfield 

The Adventures of Oliver Twist 

A Tale of Two Cities 

Bleak House 

Hard Times  

Great Expectations 

· Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

Poems 

· Christina Rossetti 

Poems 

· Lewis Carroll 

Complete Works  

· Charlotte Brontë 

Jane Eyre 

· Emily Brontë 

Wuthering Heights 

· William Makepeace Thackeray 

Vanity Fair 

· W. S. Gilbert 

Complete Plays of Gilbert and Sullivan 

· Wilkie Collins 

The Woman in White 

· George Eliot 

Silas Marner 

The Mill on the Floss 

Middlemarch 

· Robert Louis Stevenson 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

Treasure Island 

The New Arabian Nights 

· Bram Stoker 

Dracula 

Germany

· Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 

Fairy Tales 

· E. T. A. Hoffmann 

The Devil's Elixir 

· Friedrich Nietzsche 

Beyond Good and Evil 

Russia

· Fyodor Dostoevsky 

Crime and Punishment 

The Brothers Karamazov 

· Leo Tolstoy 
War and Peace 

Anna Karenina 

· Anton Chekhov 

The Major Plays 

The United States

· Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Poems 

· Emily Dickinson 

Complete Poems 

· Walt Whitman 

Leaves of Grass, first edition 

· Nathaniel Hawthorne 

The Scarlet Letter 

· Herman Melville 

Moby-Dick 

· Henry David Thoreau 

Walden 

· Frederick Douglass 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave 

· Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Selected Poems 

· Louisa May Alcott 

Little Women 

· Kate Chopin 

The Awakening 

· Henry James 

The Portrait of a Lady 

· Mark Twain 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court 

D. The Chaotic Age: 

· Elio Vittorini 

Women of Messina 

· Italo Calvino 

If on a Winter's Night a Traveler 

Spain

· Miguel de Unamuno 

Don Quixote 

· Juan Ramón Jiménez 

Invisible Reality: Poems 

· Federico Garcia Lorca 

Three Tragedies: Blood Wedding, Yerma, The House of Bernardo Alba 

· José Saramago 

Baltasar and Blimunda 

France

· Anatole France 

Penguin Island 

Thaïs 

· Alain-Fournier 

Le Grand Meaulnes 

· Marcel Proust 

Remembrance of Things Past (In Search of Lost Time) 

· Andre Gide 

The Immoralist 

Corydon 

Lafcadio's Adventure (The Caves of the Vatican) 

The Journals 

· Colette 

Collected Stories 

Retreat from Love 

· Georges Bataille 

· Jean-Paul Sartre 

The Family Idiot: Gustave Flaubert 

· Albert Camus 

The Stranger 

· Eugène Ionesco 

Rhinoceros 

Great Britain and Ireland

· William Butler Yeats 

The Collected Poems 

· George Bernard Shaw 
Pygmalion 

· Thomas Hardy 

Far From the Madding Crowd 

Tess of the D'Urbervilles 

· Rudyard Kipling 

Kim 

Puck of Pook's Hill 

· A. E. Housman 

Collected Poems 

· W. Somerset Maugham 

The Moon and Sixpence 

· Saki (H. H. Munro) 

The Short Stories 

· H. G. Wells 

The Science Fiction Novels 

· Wilfred Owen 

Collected Poems 

· Isaac Rosenberg 

Collected Poems 

· Edward Thomas 

Collected Poems 

· Edwin Muir 

Collected Poems 

· E. M. Forster 

Howards End 

A Passage to India 

· D. H. Lawrence 

Sons and Lovers 

· Virginia Woolf 

Mrs. Dalloway 

To the Lighthouse 

· James Joyce 

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 

Ulysses 

Finnegan’s Wake 

· Samuel Beckett 

Waiting for Godot 

· Anthony Burgess 

Nothing Like the Sun 

· Iris Murdoch 

The Good Apprentice 

· Graham Greene 

Brighton Rock 

The Heart of the Matter 

The Power and the Glory 

· Aldous Huxley 

Brave New World 

· Jeanette Winterson 

The Passion 

· W. H. Auden 

Collected Poems 

The Dyer's Hand 

· George Wilson Knight 

The Wheel of Fire 

The Burning Oracle 

· R. S. Thomas 

Poems 

· Louis MacNeice 

Collected Poems 

· Dylan Thomas 

The Poems 

· Seamus Heaney 

Selected Poems: 1969-1987 

Field Work 

Station Island 

· Tom Stoppard 

Travesties 

· Harold Pinter 

The Caretaker 

The Homecoming 

· Edward Bond 

The Fool 

· Franz Kafka 

The Trial 

· Bertolt Brecht 

Poems, 1913-1956 

The Threepenny Opera 

The Good Woman of Setzuan 

Mother Courage and Her Children 

Woodcutters 

· Ingeborg Bachmann 

In the Storm of Roses 

Slow Homecoming 

· Johannes Bobrowski 

Shadow Lands 

Russia

· Boris Pasternak 

Doctor Zhivago 

Scandinavia

· Isak Dinesen 

Winter's Tales 

Seven Gothic Tales 

Serbo-Croat

· Ivo Andric 

The Bridge on the Drina 

s Davidovich 

Czech

· Milan Kundera 

The Unbearable Lightness of Being 

Polish

· Czeslaw Milosz 

Selected Poems 

Hungarian

· Attila József 

Perched on Nothing's Branch 

Yiddish

· Sholem Aleichem 

Tevye the Dairyman and The Railroad Stories 

The Nightingale 

· Israel Joshua Singer 

The Brothers Ashkenazi 

· Chaim Grade 

The Yeshiva 

· Isaac Bashevis Singer 

Collected Stories 

The Manor, the Estate, the Family Moskat 

Hebrew

· Hayyim Nahman Bialik 

Shirot Bialik: The Epic Poems 

· S. Y. Agnon 

In the Heart of the Seas 

Twenty-One Stories 

· Amos Oz 

A Perfect Peace 

· David Shahar 

The Palace of Shattered Vessels 

· David Grossman 

See Under: Love 

· Yoram Kaniuk 

His Daughter 

Arabic

· Mahmud Darwish 

The Music of Human Flesh 

· Taha Husayn 

An Egyptian Childhood 

Latin America

· Jorge Luis Borges 

Dreamtigers (The Maker) 

Labyrinths 

A Personal Anthology 

· Guillermo Cabrera Infante 

Three Trapped Tigers 

View of Dawn in the Tropics 

· Pablo Neruda 

Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair 

Selected Poems 

· José Lezama Lima 

Paradiso 

· Julio Cortázar 

Hopscotch 

· Gabriel García Márquez 

One Hundred Years of Solitude 

Love in the Time of Cholera 

· Carlos Fuentes 

A Change of Skin 

The West Indies

· C. L. R. James 

The Future in the Present 

· V. S. Naipaul 

A Bend in the River 

A House for Mr. Biswas 

· Derek Walcott 

Collected Poems 

· Michael Thelwell 

The Harder They Come 

· Aimé Césaire 

Collected Poetry 

Africa

· Chinua Achebe 

Things Fall Apart 

Arrow of God 

No Longer at Ease 

· Wole Soyinka 

A Dance of the Forest 

· Amos Tutuola 

The Palm-Wine Drinkard and His Dead Palm-Wine Tapster in the Dead's Town 

· Christopher Okigbo 

Labyrinths, with Path of Thunder 

· John Pepper Clark (-Bekederemo) 

Casualties: Poems 

· Ayi K. Armah 

The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born 

· Wa Thiong'o Ngugi 

A Grain of Wheat 

· Gabriel Okara 

The Fisherman's Invocation 

· Nadine Gordimer 

Collected Stories 

· J. M. Coetzee 

Foe 

· Athol Fugard 

A Lesson from Aloes 

· Léopold S. Senghor 

Selected Poems 

India (in English)

· R. K. Narayan 

The Guide 

· Salman Rushdie 

Midnight's Children 

· Ruth Prawer Jhabvala 

Heat and Dust 

Canada

· Malcolm Lowry 

Under the Volcano 

· Robertson Davies 

The Deptford Trilogy 

The Rebel Angels 

· Alice Munro 

The lives of Girls and Women

· Northrop Frye 

Fables of Identity 

· Anne Hébert 

Selected Poems 

· Jay Macpherson 

Poems Twice Told 

· Margaret Atwood 

Collection
· Daryl Hine 

Selected Poems 

Australia and New Zealand

· Katherine Mansfield 

The Short Stories 

· A. D. Hope 

Collected Poems 

· Judith Wright 

Selected Poems 

· Thomas Keneally 

Schindler's List 

· Peter Carey 

Oscar and Lucinda 

Illywhacker 

The United States

· Edwin Arlington Robinson 

Selected Poems 

· Robert Frost 

The Poetry 

· Edith Wharton 

The Age of Innocence 

Ethan Frome 

The House of Mirth 

· Gertrude Stein 

Three Lives 

Tender Buttons 

· Vachel Lindsay 

Collected Poems 

· Theodore Dreiser 

Sister Carrie 

· Robinson Jeffers 

Selected Poems 

· Marianne Moore 

Complete Poems 

· Hilda Doolittle (H.D.) 

Selected Poems 

· T. S. Eliot 

The Complete Poems and Plays 

· Katherine Anne Porter 

Collected Stories 

· Jean Toomer 

Cane 

· Eugene O'Neill 

The Iceman Cometh 

Long Day's Journey Into Night 

· e. e. cummings 

Complete Poems 

· John B. Wheelwright 

Collected Poems 

· Allen Tate 

Collected Poems 

· F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The Great Gatsby 

Tender is the Night 

· William Faulkner 

As I Lay Dying 

Sanctuary 

Absalom, Absalom! 

The Sound and the Fury 

· Ernest Hemingway 

A Farewell to Arms 

The Sun Also Rises 

· John Steinbeck 

The Grapes of Wrath 

· Zora Neale Hurston 

Their Eyes Were Watching God 

· Nathanael West 

Miss Lonelyhearts 

A Cool Million 

The Day of the Locust 

· Richard Wright 

Native Son 

Black Boy 

· Eudora Welty 

Delta Wedding 

The Robber Bridegroom 

· Langston Hughes 

Selected Poems 

The Big Sea 

· Edmund Wilson 

The Shores of Light 

Patriotic Gore 

· Joseph Mitchell 

Up in the Old Hotel 

· Ellen Glasgow 

Barren Ground 

Vein of Iron 

· Thornton Wilder 

Three Plays 

· Robert Penn Warren 

All the King's Men 

· Weldon Kees 

Collected Poems 

· Elizabeth Bishop 

The Complete Poems 

· Paul Bowles 

The Sheltering Sky 

· Randall Jarrell 

Complete Poems 

· Theodore Roethke 

Collected Poems 

Straw for the Fire 

· James Agee 

Permit Me Voyage 

Let Us Now Praise Famous Men 

· Jean Garrigue 

Selected Poems 

· May Swenson 

New & Selected Things Taking Place 

In Other Words 

· Robert Duncan 

Bending the Bow 

· Richard Eberhart 

Collected Poems 

· M. B. Tolson 

Harlem Gallery 

· Kenneth Koch 

Seasons on Earth 

· Frank O' Hara 

Selected Poems 

· James Schuyler 

Collected Poems 

· James Baldwin 

The Price of a Ticket 

· Saul Bellow 

Seize the Day 

The Adventures of Augie March 

Herzog 

· John Cheever 

The Stories 

Bullet Park 

· Ralph Ellison 

Invisible Man 

· Truman Capote 

In Cold Blood 

· Carson McCullers 

The Ballad of the Sad Cafe 

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter 

· Flannery O'Connor 

Complete Stories 

The Violent Bear It Away 

Wise Blood 

· Vladimir Nabokov 

Lolita 

Pale Fire 

· Gore Vidal 

Myra Breckenridge 

Lincoln 

· William Styron 

The Long March 

· J. D. Salinger 

The Catcher in the Rye 

· Norman Mailer 

Advertisements for Myself 

The Executioner's Song 

Ancient Evenings 

· John Hawkes 

The Cannibal 

Second Skin 

· William Gaddis 

The Recognitions 

· Tennessee Williams 

The Glass Menagerie 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

Summer and Smoke 

· Arthur Miller 

Death of a Salesman 

· Edwin Justus Mayer 

Children of Darkness 

· Ursula K. LeGuin 

The Left Hand of Darkness 

· Raymond Carver 

Where I'm Calling From 

· Don DeLillo 

White Noise 

Libra 

Running Dog 

Mao II 

· John Crowley 

Little, Big 

Aegypt 

Love and Sleep 

· Guy Davenport 

Tatlin! 

· James Dickey 

The Early Motion 

The Central Motion 

· E. L. Doctorow 

The Book of Daniel 

World's Fair 

· Stanley Elkin 

The Living End 

· William H. Gass 

In the Heart of the Heart of the Country 

Omensetter's Luck 

· Russell Hoban 

Riddley Walker 

· Denis Johnson 

Angels 

Fiskadoro 

Cormac McCarthy 

Blood Meridian 

Suttree 

Child of God 

· William Kennedy 

Ironweed 

· Toni Morrison 

Song of Solomon 

Beloved

· Joyce Carol Oates 

Them 

· Grace Paley 

The Little Disturbances of Man 

· Thomas Pynchon 

V. 

The Crying of Lot 49 

Gravity's Rainbow 

· Ishmael Reed 

Mumbo Jumbo 

· Philip Roth 

Portnoy's Complaint 

My Life as a Man 

· James Salter 

Solo Faces 

Light Years 

· Robert Stone 

Dog Soldiers 

A Flag for Sunrise 

· Donald Barthelme 

Forty Stories 

The Dead Father 

· Paul Theroux 

The Mosquito Coast 

· John Updike 

The Witches of Eastwick 

· Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 

Slaughterhouse V
· Edmund White 

Forgetting Elena 

· James McCourt 

Time Remaining 

· A. R. Ammons 

Collected Poems 

· John Ashbery 

The Double Dream of Spring 

Houseboat Days 

Selected Poems 

· David Mamet 

American Buffalo 

· David Rabe 

Streamers 

· Sam Shepard 

Seven Plays 

· August Wilson 

Fences 

Joe Turner's Come and Gone 

· Anthony Hecht 

Collected Earlier Poems 

· Donald Justice 

Selected Poems 

· James Merrill 

From the First Nine 

The Changing Light at Sandover 

· W. S. Merwin 

Selected Poems 

· James Wright 

Above the River: The Complete Poems 

· Galway Kinnell 

Selected Poems 

· Philip Levine 

Selected Poems 

· Irving Feldman 

New and Selected Poems 

· Donald Hall 

The One Day 

Old and New Poems 

· Alvin Feinman 

Poems 

· John Hollander 

Reflections on Espionage 

Selected Poetry 

Tesserae 

· Charles Simic 

Selected Poems 

· Mark Strand 

Selected Poems 

The Continuous Life 

Dark Harbor 

· Charles Wright 

The World of the Ten Thousand Things 

· Jay Wright 

Dimensions of History 

The Double Invention of Komo 

Selected Poems 

Elaine's Book 

Boleros 

· Amy Clampitt 

Westward 

· Allen Grossman 

The Ether Dome and Other Poems: New and Selected 

· J. D. McClatchy 

The Rest of the Way 

· Alfred Corn 

A Call in the Midst of the Crowd 

· Douglas Crase 

The Revisionist 

· Edward Hirsch 

Earthly Measures 

· Tony Kushner 

Angels in America 



Source: Bloom, Harold. The Western Canon: The Books and School of the Ages. Appendixes. New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1994. © 1994 by Harold Bloom.

 
Robert Teeter's Home Page > Books and Libraries > What Books to Read > Great Books Lists > Bloom. Western Canon
