Classic children’s stories and 4 dead white guys.
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Charles Perrault (1628 -1703)
· At the end of the 17th century Perrault produced a volume of Fairy Tales called: Histoires ou Contes du temps passé Ave des Moralitez (translated as Tales and Stories of the Past with Morals). 

· It was published in Paris, in January 1697 

· Its publication made Perrault the father of a new literary genre – the Fairy Tale. 

· The stories in the collection were oral tales that Perrault had heard and transcribed.

· There were eight tales in the volume, all but one are world renown. 

· For example: Little Red Riding hood, Sleeping Beauty, Blue Beard, Puss in Boots, Diamonds and Toads, Cinderella.

· His achievement was that he accepted the fairy tales at their own level as a legitimate form of literature.

· In many cases Perrault did not include his name with the tales 
Source: Opie, Iona. The Classic Fairy Tales. Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1974

· Despite the popularity of Perrault, as the 18th Cen. grew older fairy tales were looked upon with increasing distain

· The educated class felt that they were an affront to the rational mind; to be the preserve merely of nursemaids and so fairy tales were relegated to the nurseries. 


· 1823 fairy tales were given new life with the publication of German Popular Stories  Translated by Edgar Taylor and his family from the Kinder-und Haus- Marchen  by the Brothers Grimm. 
· This volume of stories addressed the interests of all – young and old, romantics and adventurers.

· Jacob (1785 – 1863) and Wihelm (1786 -1859) Grimm were natives of Hesse-Cassel. They were orphaned as young men (sons of a lawyer who died when Jacob was 11 and their mother died some years later) and were educated largely through the generosity of an aunt whom they lived with after the death of their father. 

· Most of their tales, such as Snow White, Hansel and Gretel and The Twelve Dancing Princesses were taken down by recitation of friends and next-door neighbours. 

· The Grimms were the first substantial collectors to like fables “for their own sake”. They were the first to write down the tales in the way ordinary people told them with no attempt to improve them. 

· They were also the first to realize that everything about the tale was of interest, including identifying who told it. 

· Their work inspired the serious collecting of folk and fairy tales in Britain and the rest of the world.  

[image: image2.jpg]


Hans Christian Anderson (1805 -1875)
· Danish author and poet, wrote many poems, plays, stories and travel essays, but is best known for his fairy tales of which there are over one hundred and fifty, published in numerous collections during his life and many still in print today.
· Hans Christian Anderson was born April 2, 1805 to a sickly shoemaker and illiterate washer woman (lower class family, poverty was an issue) 

· He raised himself up from a street urchin to become the “darling of Europe” by inventing original fairy tales, making his contribution to fairy-tale literature very different to that of Perrault and the Grimm brothers. 

· Unlike the Grimms and Perrault he was a creator not a collector of Fairy tales

· Published his stories initially in a small 64 page booklet called Eventyr,fortale for born (Fairytales told for children) in 1835. Some of his stories include “The Tinder Box” and the “The Princess and the Pea”.  

· He broke new ground for Danish literature with his style and use of idiom, irony and humor, memorable characters and un-didactic moral teaching inspired by the primitive folk tales he had learned as a child. Though they do not all end happily his Fairy Tales resound with an authenticity that only unabashed sincerity can produce from a man who could still see through a child’s eyes
· He often incorporated elements of his own life and personality into his story. 
